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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

As we enter the months with the shortest daysef/#ar it is nice to know that there are many lrgglots here at Martin
Kellogg. In November we had an opportunity for gras and teachers to meet to discuss student repads and
progress on individual student goals. We are veoyg that the majority of our parents attend thezsderences.

The 7" grade team once again held the “Hunger Banquetjram on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving to teach
students about worldwide poverty. This powerfudgyam continues to grow, and has been receivedfseoyably.

The PAC sponsored our Recognition Ice Cream Sooie¢ again. We hosted over 200 students, who neebomore of
the following criteria: All grades equal to or aleoa B+, all 1's in effort and conduct, or nominatias an Outstanding
Student of the Month. This event featured an opatry for these students to make their own sur(gagh ice cream
donated from Cold Ston€reamery) and receive a certificate recognizingr thehievement. | challenged this
group of students to not only earn the gradesttomdo the next Ice Cream Social, but also to arege others
who were not present to work hard so that theydttes well. Hopefully we will increase our attenda at the
next Ice Cream Social in February.

The Student Council is involved in many excitingvéee initiatives this month. Currently, they aneolved

with theHat and Mitten Tree Program, collecting new and nearly new hats, mitten, scargkses, ear muffs,
head bands and any other items that can be dotwatled families in Newington through Human ServicEse
Student Council is also sponsoring a toy drivéhim%th and 6th grades. Students and staff are asldmhate

a new, unwrapped toy. The toys will be collectettiameroom then donated to t& Are The Children

Charity. The drive will run from Monday Dec 3- Friday D&4. The homeroom that collects the most toys will
receive an ice cream party courtesy of the Stu@Genncil.

Additionally, The Newington Human Service departinarconjunction with MKMS Student Council will be
sponsoring the Adopt-A-Family program this yeareTath and 8th graders at Kellogg will be askeddoate
to this cause. The homerooms will be assigned dyfampurchase gifts for. The gifts will then beldvered to
the families by the Human Service department.

Tryouts were held for our spring musical productairBeauty and the Beast. Many students auditioned for
parts and wereast in the play, or have offered their talentkirmy behind the scenes. In total, over 200 studesiit be
participating in the production. This promises @&éwonderful show and a truly rewarding experidocall those who
choose to participate.

And finally, a word on safety as we enter the wirsigason. It is dark much earlier these monthsaarttie snow piles up
on the sides of the road | encourage all parentewisit the need for safe conduct to and from stkgth their children.
Martin Kellogg lies between two heavily travelechds and | want to be sure our students are remionfted of the
potential dangers of unsafe behavior. | hope yore l@happy and safe December and January, | lovlafd to seeing
you at our PAC meetings and other school activiiesr the next two months.



TRANSPORTATION SAFETY REMINDER

Bus safetyis a major concern. Please remind your childney MUST:

. Stay seated at all times;

. NOT rush the bus when it arrives;

. NOT run to the bus at dismissal;

. Converse in a low voice;

. NEVER throw things or behave in an unsafe regnn
. Obey driver's commands;

. Show respect and courtesy to the drivers ant ether.

~NOoO O~ WNPRE

Bus safety is so important; please support us ép ledi children safe.

If you need to drop off your child, please usedtiewalk side of Harding Avenue or Tom-Lin Entran@0O NOT enter
the circle between 7:30 A.M. and 8:30 A.M. or betwe:30 P.M. and 3:00 P.M. Thank you for your @asise in this
area.

Do you drop off your child in the back parking lot every morning?
With winter coming, doing these things will makeuy@xperience smoother and safer.

« Stay in a single line and refrain from passingaars whose children are still exiting the vehicle.
* Pull up as close to the sidewalk near the builéinggance as possible before having your child
0 get out of the car, especially if no cars are amfrof you.
* Be sure that your child has their things togetloathsit they can exit the vehicle quickly once you
o reach the drop-off point. If they have large instants or projects and need you to get
o0 out of the car to assist them in unloading, youwegkcome to park in a space in the lot.
* Follow the traffic circle rather than cutting dowre middle lane of the teacher parking lot.
Thank you for helping to keep our children safe!

Around the School

Grade 5

Ouir fifth graders have been busy with various smamits. Students have had the opportunity to warkxperiments in
light, sound, electricity and magnetism. Studemésgetting a chance to get to know and work witieofifth grade
teachers during these lessons as they rotate tintbagrarious science units. Both teachers artksta have found this
experience to be rewarding. Students have beekivgohard on fractions and area in math. Pleasengber to practice
multiplication facts each night as facilitatesaitier areas in math.

Beginning in October and running through the remairof the school year students are learning afpaling good
choices, peer interaction, and human growth andldpwment with our new health teacher, Mrs. LeshMgs. Speranza,
our fifth grade student advisor is working closefyh these classes to reinforce the key issuessti@sees in fifth grade.

This year the D.A.R.E Program will be taught to stdents in two four- week time blocks. The fbkick will run from
November 26 to December Zland the second time block will run from March"26 April 18". Officer Webster will
be instructing the students on topics includingdfiects of drugs and alcohol on the body.

Grade 6
Math - After having completed the number theory unitdsints are currently working with fractions andideds. The

students are learning about equivalent fractioeschbmark fractions, and fractional magnitude. @lasses are also
learning how to convert fractions to decimals whigh lead them into the next unit where they waitinvert decimals to



percentages, discounts, and tax rates. Parentsetastudents understand fractions and decimafmting out their
use in daily life. This includes baking and houwddhmeasuring. To assist students with estimadegmals parents can
have their children estimate the cost of items Ipased, including taxes and tips. As always, we @@ parents to
continue practicing basic multiplication/divisioacts through twelve.

Science Over the next couple of months, students in s&enill be in the midst of the Matter Unit. Thestithing
students will learn is that matter is anything tia&ies up space and has mass. Students will baaegorize different
substances based on whether they are matter anatter. We will be exploring everything from thates of matter to
the difference between chemical and physical chren@eudents will learn how the molecules are @edrin solids,
liquids and gases. Furthermore, the classes aitho describe phase changes such as condensatiporation,
melting and freezing in terms of heat energy transDuring this time, the"graders will be actively participating in
hands-on lab activities that show some of theseg@hbhanges. All students will create an elemesthure on the
computer using Microsoft Publisher. The brochuilédescribe the properties, uses, and electrofi dlagram for their
element. Finally, students will be involved in nenous labs that will demonstrate chemical changdgaysical
changes

Social studiesclasses have already traveled through Ancient pletsmia by debating the first set of written laws
developed by King Hammurabi and writing their nanmeBhoenician on clay tablets. From Mesopotastigjents
ventured into our current study of ancient Egypopics will include the geography of the Nile Rivpowerful kings and
gueens, religion, resources, and culture. Studeilittearn why pyramids were built and how we nomokv the meaning
of ancient hieroglyphics.

Students will work with technology and art mediumsncrease their understanding of the Ancient Egyypcultures.
Through a computer program, many students travaddedh the Nile River in search precious stones deoto create a
necklace or bracelet for a jewelry shop keeperth\tfie assistance of the art teacher, studentsseiite exciting
Egyptian artifacts. To enhance the curriculumgsiuis will explore more of Ancient Egypt througbecial Egypt day.
All of the sixth grade teachers and students withe together on this day to further explore theveiarof Ancient

Egypt.

Language Arts- Students are continuing their study in the Harc®uwphies Reading Program. In and out of small
reading groups, students are learning many negessating skills to help them comprehend and imtriheir reading.
Skills which you may want to practice with yourIchinclude making predictions, finding conflictsdaresolutions, and
making judgments about what has been read. Regpstts have included a historical fiction pieckech Number the
Sars by Lois Lowry and a realistic fiction piece call8adnmer of the Swans, by Betsy Byars. For further independent
reading, copies of the entire books can be fountdealibrary. Students are also continuing workivith word parts,
synonyms, antonyms, prefixes, and suffixes. Quolysbf compare and contrast writing will help stotdebetter grasp
organizing an essay and including appropriate etdlom. Students will read samples of excellenttem work and
develop their own essays throughout the year.

Grade 7

Ms. Laccone’s Sciencét has been an exciting first making term in sceenlass. We began the year with lab safety and
the correct use of many of the laboratory instruisidike the microscope. Students are also fogusimscience going on
in the world through the weekly activity “Currenténts”. We have just completed your study of ¢elsich included
several laboratory experiences with the microscop¥s are now beginning our study of the Human Baeginning

with the skeletal and muscular systems.

In social studies, Ms. Laccone’slass has finished their study of the geographh®United States and we are rapidly
moving through our studies of the American coloni8son we will learn about the American Revolutithre
Declaration of Independence, and the U.S. Constitutl have and will continue to tie in other leig activities when
applicable to help prepare students for their éepees during Colonial Week in May.



Mrs. Weber’'s Social StudiesStudents have completed their study of how therifinal colonies each came to be. Now,
each child has selected a colony where he/shelesiign a brochure giving reasons why others woualdtwo settle there.
The projects will be completed by Novembel"28nd on display for all to see after Thanksgivingak. Then, we will
follow the colonies as they mature and eventudatlgt feasons to separate from England. So, stadtas we watch our
country grow.

Mrs. Weber’'s Language Arts - We continue to hone in on both our reading andingriskills with a bit of grammar
thrown in for good measure. Students and teaa@inue to enjoy the wonderful selections of litara within our new
anthology. One of the favorites was “Miss Awfulie unmotivated student’s worst nightmare teacldtér reading this
great selection, students wrote an expository pieseribing his/her definition of great teachingoper lessons. |
gained some great ideas as they shared their yastiences with me. We will continue to read, and grow as the
year progresses. Always remind your child to raeldome for pleasure each and every night.

Ms. Blais — Math Pre-Algebra students have been working with addiogtracting, multiplying and dividing integers.
In addition, they have been learning how to grapints on a coordinate plane. Then they were intced to equations
and different properties. Following that, studesils be working with factors and fractions. WHedction of that mouth-
watering apple pie did YOU eat this Thanksgiving/hat fraction of your plate was covered by alllwdttdelicious food?

7th grade On-grade math students have been stuBygitignal Numbers. They have been convertingifrastto
decimals, decimals to percents and percents todrec They recently have been learning how toamtisubtract
fractions as well as multiply and divide fractiorfdext, they will be learning to relate ratiosgsfnd unit rates. For
example, what is the ratio of vegetables to desserThanksgiving? What was the rate at which gouror daughter
devoured their Halloween candy? How much doesgasnow per gallon? After this unit, we’ll be niog onto
Geometry and Measurement!

Mrs. Davies -Science Classes have just finished learning aldbtiteaparts and functions of the microscope. Bagran
80% or above on thaig test will allow the students to get their Microscope émse! By the time you read this we should
be working in the lab looking at pond water orgamisand making our own animal and plant cell slidéss unit on cells
prepares the students to study the Human Body wiggins after the holidays.

Social Studies Class has studied the 13 origirlahess in-depth. Our culminating activity for chep# was to design a
poster that would invite and encourage people fEmgland to come live in their colony. They are hiaggdn the
classroom. Our next several chapters will be aystfidmerican culture and identity, the road to Araerican
Revolution, and the Declaration of Independence.

The Pathways to Friendship and Freedom programimggreat. We just returned from visiting our partschool in
Danbury and spent the day doing a variety of caltactivities with our friends. Our next fieldtipin February, where
we will spend the day at Yale University participgtin a program about different cultures throughbe world. We
continue to write letters monthly to our partnems &#know many email friendships have developedamedyoing strong!
It was nice to see so many of you during Novembefarences. Happy Holidays to you all!

Ms. Laccone’s - Sciencét has been an exciting first making term in sceenlass. We began the year with lab safety and
the correct use of many of the laboratory instruisidike the microscope. Students are also fogusimscience going on

in the world through the weekly activity “Currenténts”. We have just completed your study of ¢elsich included
several laboratory experiences with the microscop¥s are now beginning our study of the Human Bdeginning

with the skeletal and muscular systems.

In social studies, Ms. Laccone’slass has finished their study of the geographh®United States and we are rapidly
moving through our studies of the American coloni&son we will learn about the American Revolutithre
Declaration of Independence, and the U.S. Conistitutl have and will continue to tie in other leimg activities when
applicable to help prepare students for their éepees during Colonial Week in May.

Mr. Spitzer's language arts classeare progressing with grammar, spelling and pergeagiting lessons. In addition,
we have been reading and enjoying several storigginew anthology as we discuss theme, plot cteas setting and
author’s craft. As always, students are encourégeelad every day at home in addition to any readone within the
class. Students occasionally respond to their ngaiditheir Reading Response Journals in the dassr



In social studies, Mr. Spitzer's studentsare completing their study of the thirteen colonasd beginning to look at the
events leading to the break with England and theoRé&onary War. Pupils are genuinely interestethim lives and times
of those brave settlers who also helped to craatgmat nation.

Mrs. Gallese’s Language Arts classesre ready to enjoy selections in “American Voicesf second theme in our
Literature Anthology. We’'ll read a historical shetory, a historical essay, and an autobiogragtydents will be asked
to read a historical fiction novel independent@ur work with persuasive writing continues. We knitow to use a
“List and Choose” strategy to select three broaddisiinct arguments to support our opinions. Nee&tfocus on
elaboration of details. Students will be compoghgr own revolutionary period newspaper which wittlude a news
feature article, a biographical sketch, and adétt¢éhe editor about a colonial issue. Meanwhjlemmar studies
continue with a review of capitalization rules dmalv to achieve subject-verb agreement in writi@ur spelling
continues to improve with use of Sitton Spellingsgies!

Room 203 Social Studies studentsave culminated their studies of the thirteeningbcolonies with advertising
campaign posters to entice other settlers to tlegmf their choice. We continue on with TrianguTrade and the
French and Indian War. Students will be creatimglines of the causes leading up to the RevolatiphVar. In an
effort to understand the trouble over taxes Englaamtiimposed on the colonists, we will act outnaugation of colonial
reaction to the Stamp Act. This will lead up te tishots heard ‘round the world” from Lexington &ddncord and “The
Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” to warn the colonists British were coming. We’'ll take a look at wiize Declaration
of Independence actually declared and learn howehgfirst government of our country was set ugemthe Articles of
Confederation. So, there are many fascinating sogliead regarding the design of cornerstones ilwévstby today!
Please ask your child to at least look at the fpage of the newspaper and/or to watch 5-10 miraftdse news
regularly so they can connect history to their Wadday!

Mr. Cashman — Math Pre-Algebra students have recently completed aderailing with equations. Concepts have
involved the distributive property, simplifying &lgraic expressions, solving equations by multiglyohviding, adding,
or subtracting. Students have also learned to soldewrite two-step equations.

Grade level math students have recently completedtan decimals. Concepts included comparingaudering,
rounding and estimation, and computation of de@mal

Mr. Cashman — Social Studiestudents have recently completed a unit entitldte“Road to Revolution” whereby the
causes and events that led to the RevolutionaryWeeae taught and discussed. We are currently stgdijne American
Revolution which include the early years of the vihe expansion of the war, and the path to Amendetory.

Grade 8
Eighth grade Pre-Algebra and Grade Level Math: Véecancluding our geometry unit with three-dimensicsolids.
Students have identified the following figures:spns, cylinders, cones, pyramids and spheres. ey used these
figures to identify bases, faces, edges, and esrtmd measure and calculate volume and surfaae Bre-Algebra
students have and will take district-wide commoseasments on two-dimensional and three-dimensgauahetry.
After the geometry unit, we will be working ardata analysis and statistics unit. In this,titdents will be
calculating the mean, median, mode, and quartilea et of data. Students will construct andrjprt stem and leaf
plots, box and whisker plots, and scatter plotse §raphing calculator will also be introduced dgrihis unit.

TheAlgebra 1-A students have completed the two-dimensional amttiimensional geometry units and have begun
their study of Statistics. Data will be collectedganized in tables; and displayed using bar gradpte graphs, line plots,
stem-and-leaf plots, and box-and-whisker plotstadall be analyzed using measures of central tecyland measures
of variation. Correlation between two data setb v explored when scatter plots are construciéthen the data is
linear, predictions will be made from a line of biéson the scatter plot. The study of Probabpilitill follow the data
analysis unit. Students will determine the nundfgrossible outcomes of an event using tree diagréme Fundamental
Counting Principle, and permutations and combimatioFair games will be investigated. Theoretical experimental
probability of simple and compound events will ladcalated. Determining the odds of an event wah@ude the
Probability unit. The last unit before beginnihg study of Algebra will involve ratios, proponti®, and percents.



TheAlgebra 1-1 students recently learned how to write and evalonatnerical and variable expressions using order of
operations; and translated verbal phrases andremsiento algebraic expressions, equations, anpiaiéies. In Chapter
Two, they studied the properties of Real Numbessgialgebra tiles, number lines, and rules to sdatyact, multiply,
and divide rationals, and applied the DistributRreperty to simplify variable expressions. Studemitl soon be learning
techniques for solving linear equations and indtjaalin one variable. In Chapter Four, linearaopns and functions
with two variables will be solved and graphed usangariety of strategies, including the use ofdhephing calculator (

Tl - 84 Plus). Students will demonstrate theirenstinding of concepts and skills when modelingsatdng real-life
problems. The NHS Algebra 1-1 Midyear Exam willdzbministered in January before the end of therskotarking
term.

Counseling Corner

Mrs. Laura Lynch Grade 8 and Grade 6 Team |l
Mr. Jim Murphy Grade 7 and Grade 6 Team |
Mrs. Laura Speranza Grade 5

The school counselors are working with studentsligrade levels on lessons relating to respecsdtirand others,
effective communication skills, and managing offeaehavior.

Eighth grade students recently completed the Sedicied Search Career Explorer. They discoveren Holland code
and learned more about their interests, educatioites and career options.

The middle school counselors at Martin Kellogg dotdn Wallace are planning a High School ChoiceivRgtFair on
January 10 at 6 p.m. at Newington High School. éMaformation will be sent home to the parents cdd@ 8 students in
December.

From,101 Ways to Praise Kids
© That's Incredible® Outstanding Performance You're Special © You Tried Hard © You Should Be Proud!

Reminder

Good attendance and punctuality are values Maréhol§g Middle School works to instill in all of itstudents.
Daily attendance is critical to learning given thdensive curriculum requirements of our middleasthA student who
is tardy to class does not receive the full begefitpersonal interaction with his/her teacher atiér students. When the
student loses classroom time, both student antéeacust find a mutually convenient time to makenipsed work. The
making up of assignments cannot substitute forahgtiysical presence and participation in the ctasa lesson.

Martin Kellogg Middle School teachers, counselars] administrators believe that adults have a resptity to
help students organize their time and put theiorgies in order so that school attendance andopmdnce receive the
highest attention. With this in mind, the facultpdaadministration of Martin Kellogg have institutéide following
attendance regulations for all students which @afobnd in the student handbook:

“Tardy students - must report to the office for a late pass. A retplaining the tardiness or a signed late pas$ bmus
returned to the homeroom teacher the next schgol @arnew modified tardy policy is as follows:

Any student who is tardy ten times, excused or cngad, will receive a one hour detention. If $tatlent continues to
be tardy and reaches fifteen, they will be assigareddministrative detention. Any additional taedsivals will result in
the student remaining after school for one houtherday of the late arrival.

Leaving school grounds once students arrive is ngiermitted without parental authorization. Once a
students leave at the end of the day, they may niaturn to school except with a parent. {(Page 5, Student handbook)

“Attendance —a parent or legal guardian should call the schefdre 9:00 a.m. on the first day of absence. Qtisera

staff member will call a parent at home or at woHailure to bring a note could result in a one+taetention or a
suspension for truancyAll work must be made up as soon as possibé edturning to school when an extended absence
is necessary, a parent or guardian should noteysdhool in advance. Teachers widt be asked to plan work ahead for
students taking unscheduled vacatigkld. EXCUSE NOTE MUST BE GIVEN TO THE HOMEROOM TEACHE R

ON YOUR FIRST DAY BACK TO SCHHOL. " (Page 2, Student handbook)




Music Department Winter Concert Season is approaciig!!!
Don’'t be caught off guard!
Come and enjoy an evening of wonderful music
Performed by Kellogg’s musicians.

If your child is a member of band, chorus, or orchsetra, please mark the concert dates and times on yocalendars
and be sure your child has their concert attire redy.
Concert Dates
Band: 6"-8" Concert, Symphonic and Jazz Bands: Thursday, Deeegdth
5" grade Thursday, January 24th
Chorus: All choirs: Tuesday, January'8snow date-Wednesday the 9th
Concert 1:5th grade chorus6grade Treble Choir, Kellapella Fellaz and Bellg§:45, singers
arrive at 5:45
Concert 2 Chamber Singers, Boys’ Chorus (also KellapelldaZeand Bellas)
Singers report at 7:15, concert at7:30
Orchestra: All grades: Wednesday, January 16th

The choral and instrumental music departments at KBogg have slightly different dress codes

Band and Orchestra Black slacks/skirts (no jeans), white shirts/tdjes for boys.

Singers:
Boys: Black slacks (no jeans), solid co#irirt and any pattern tie. Shoes should be dark
with no stripes or white designs. (Blézather-type sneakers, dress shoes are ok)
Girls: Black skirt or slacks (no jeans), solid adlop, dress shoes (HIGH heels are discouraged,
but low ones or flats are fine- wé&# on risers.)

Information from the School Nurse

Annual posture screening for all Kellogg studenitsbegin in December. The purpose of this scregris to detect early
signs of scoliosis, an abnormal curvature of theespScreening is done on an individual basisrdugym classes by the
school nurse. Theé™grade scoliosis screening will occur in late Maoctearly April after an assembly to which parents
are invited to attend.

Computer Education

All fifth grade students have set new passwordd,thaey can independently log onto the computereyTdre using the
Windows organizational system, which includes dnggappropriate file names and saving their wotk folders.
Students are using Internet keyboarding softwasnt@mnce their keyboarding skills and are reviewlirgbasics of
Word. By the end of the school year, each studdhuse PowerPoint to create a multimedia project.

In sixth grade, students are using the Interneb&agding software to improve their keyboardinglskiind they have
reviewed the basics of Microsoft Word. Studenitslve introduced to spreadsheets and graphs Wdiagsoft Excel.
Next, each student will do research on a topic,s®lPublisher to create a brochure.

Seventh grade students are using Internet keybapsdiftware to sharpen their keyboarding skillbeyhave reviewed
the basics of Microsoft Word and design princigtasusing Photo Story. Each student is currenthecting data that
will be used to create a newsletter using Publighéra short video using Photo Story. They anegusoth print and
Internet materials.

Eighth grade students are using Internet keybogrstiftware to enhance their keyboarding skillseyThave completed
reviews of Microsoft Word, Publisher, Excel, anda@oPoint. Each student is working on a major cormpptoject that
will involve the use of many skills and programs.



Dates to Remember in December

Tuesday, December %
3:00 pm — Faculty Advisory Meeting

Wednesday, December's
Grade 6 Field Trip to Basketball Hall of Fame

Wednesday, December 1%
7:00 PM - Board of Education meeting

Thursday, December 18
Grade 7 Gifted/Talented Class field trip to SégrVhitman House

Tuesday, December 18
2:50pm — Faculty meeting

Thursday, December 28
6:45pm — Grade 6-8 Band Concert

Monday, December 24— Tuesday, January 1, 2007
Holiday Vacation — schools closed
Office open December 26 — 28, 31

January 2008

Wednesday, January ¥
2:50pm — Faculty Advisory Meeting

Tuesday, January &'
6:15pm — 7:15pm Choral Concert grades 5 & 6
7:30pm — 9pm Choral Concert grades 7 & 8

Wednesday, January §
7:00 PM — Board of Education Meeting — Town Hall
6:15 pm — Choral concert snow date

Friday, January 11"
12:30pm — High School Department Chairs Gradeuse selection

Wednesday, January 16th
6:15pm — 9pm Orchestra Concert Grades 6-8

Thursday, January 17"
Grade 7 Gifted/Talented field trip to UniversdiyHartford

Friday, January 18"
Grade 8 Spanish Class field trip 10am — 2pm




Tuesday, January 29¢
3:30pm- 5:30pm Aspiring Leaders Academy | Year 2
7pm — PAC meeting

Wednesday, January 23rd
10:00am — Student of the Month Reception Town Hall
7:00pm — Board of Education Meeting

Thursday, January 24"
7:00pm Band/Orchestra Concert Grade 5




